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Treaty, they forthwith dispatcht him to save the fourscoie thousand
Dollars.

The Master Gunner being posted on a large Bastion, whose Walls
are washed by the Sea at high Water, with about 100 Portuguese along
with him, would by no Means yield till he had capitulated with the
Dutch for fair Quarter for himself and his Company, which the Dutch
would not adhere to, so that for two Days he gallantly maintained his
Post. At last, by continual Fatigue, and Loss of his Men, he was obliged
to yield to Fate, and great Superiority of Numbers, and died like an
Hero, with his Sword in his Hand; and there is a common Report at
Malacca still, that the Night after the aniversary Day of his Death, his
Genius is seen on that Bastion: And I was informed by a Dutch Governor
at Malacca^ that on that Night no Sentinels are set there, for that severals
have found the Effects of his Fury, by being thrown over the Wall, and
have been either killed or maimed by the Fall.

The Portuguese.) to shew their Zeal to Religion, while they were Masters
of Malacca, had no less than three Churches and a Chapel within the
Fort, and one without, but now there is but one Church and a Chapel
within, and none without. That which the Dutch now use for their Wor-
ship, stands conspicuously on the Top of the Hill, and may be seen up or
down the Streights at a good Distance, and a Flag-staff is placed on the
Steeple, on which a Flag is hoisted on the Sight of any Ship.

The Fort is both large and strong, the Sea washing the Walls of one
third Part of it, and a deep rapid, but narrow River, the West-side of it,
and a broad deep Ditch the rest of it. The Governor's House is both
beautiful and convenient, and there are several other good Houses in the
Fort, and in the Town without the Fort, but the Road for Shipping is at
too great a Distance to be defended by the Fort, the Shallowness of the
Sea obliging them to ly above a League off, which is a very great In-
conveniency. For in 1709. the French coming into the Streights with a
Squadron of three or four Sail, seeing a large Ship in the Road, newly
arrived from Japon^ stood in to the Road, and had certainly carried her
out, if the Wind had not failed them about Musket Shot from her.

At Malacca the Streights are not above 4 Leagues broad; for tho5 the
opposite Shore on Sumatra is very low, yet it may easily be seen in a clear
Day, which is the Reason that the Sea is always as smooth as a Mill-pond,
except when it is ruffled with Squalls of Wind, which seldom come without
Lightnings, Thunder, and Rain; and tho5 they come with great Violence,
yet they are soon over, not often exceeding an Hour.

The Country produces nothing for a foreign Market, but a little Tin and